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The sub-district (maJidl) of Mokhada is the most remote and inaccessible in the Thana district, and has until now been the only portion of the Collectorate into which any regular revenue settlement has not been introduced. It lies inland at the foot and along the slopes of the Sahyadri range, and is accounted unhealthy except in the hot season. Of the eighty-seven villages originally contained in it seventeen have been transferred to the Vada Taluka, thirteen have been absorbed in forest, and only fifty-nine, inclusive of two which are partially alienated, have been brought under the rough settlement described below. , The systems of revenue management in force previous to 1865 were the Jchdsbandi and n&ngarbandi. The former consisted of a lump assessment placed on the rice land in each man's holding, supposed to cover as well the Government demand on a certain portion of land (varJcas or sindad) from which the rice was supplied with nil) (burnt wood and leaves for potash manure) necessary for it. The ndng&rbandi was the levy of a simple plough-tax without reference to any particular land in the occupancy of the person assessed to it. In that year the rice and portion of sindad appertaining to it was roughly measured off as held by each individual, and the rest of the varJcas was divided off into large Survey fields, to be taken up for cultivation as required. No prohibition against the cultivation of the associated portions of wrJcas appears to have been given, although the arrangement was meant to put a stop to further encroachment on varJcas outside them for rob purposes, and the result has been that the portions of land allotted for it are no longer used to procure the necessary manure, and Government forest and varJcas lands are resorted to. In the ndngarbandi or plough-tax villages contracts were made with the headmen for the payment of fixed sums for their villages, and the distribution of these sums on the ploughs of individual cultivators was left to the mutual agreement of the people. The contracts with the headmen were called mal-maJcta,. The arrangement, as was to be expected, was unsatisfactory, but, with some modifications made to meet difficulties that arose from, time to time, remained in force up to 1890.